Georgia v. McCollum

Respondents, who are white, were charged with assaulting two African-Americans. Before jury selection
began, the trial judge denied the prosecution's motion to prohibit respondents from exercising peremptory
challenges in a racially discriminatory manner. The Court held that the Constitution prohibits a criminal
defendant from engaging in purposeful discrimination on the ground of race in the exercise of peremptory
challenges. Accordingly, if the State demonstrates a prima facie case of racial discrimination by the
defendants, the defendants must articulate a racially neutral explanation for peremptory challenges.



